THE  VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
less as we imagined, that he is not the mere product of
economic and political forces, that he has it in his power to
grasp and refashion the scheme of things.
It was the merit of Gandhi that, while revealing to us the
potentialities of the single human being even in an age of
organization and machinery and the masses, he put these
powers to the highest uses, In him we saw what can be
accomplished, not by the self-assertive will, but by the will
wholly dedicated to God and the good of men. He possessed
the only valid kind of authority, not that which depresses
others that it may rise, but that which lefts others to its own
level The peasant, the factory-worker, and the Pariah found
themselves ennobled even by hearing him speak.- Under
his influence they ceased to be harassed victims of this
ancient- or that modern system and became instead erect,
free personalities, children of God, He had the rare capa-
city to make of others what he was himself, an independent
and creative centre of spiritual life. So doing, he gave us
new faith in man as the bearer of the Inner Light and
heartened us in our turn to attempt the task of living in
freedom and confidence in God's will for us,
2. Then, in an age which has amassed the means of des-
truction as no previous one had done and which seems some-
times intoxicated and sometimes perplexed by the powers
which it wields, he brought back to us faith in the forces
of the spirit. Again, the West had glimpsed this truth but
had abused it sadly in so doing. We had learned that
power resides not merely in armaments and wealth, but in
' ideas as well. But ideas were employed by the dictators as
a means of establishing themselves more surely; truth
became a mere instrument for party or national ends, and a
lie might be even more serviceable and therefore more
readily used. Education became propaganda and as such
a devil's weapon,
To these evils Gandhi opposed his passion for truth, for
truth without qualification or subterfuge. An English
woman who stayed at one time in his ashram told, me how,
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